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' parts covering the taberosity and ramus of the uschmp
and lower part of the groin ; the ecchymosed state of the
the scrotum, and subisequent severe inflafnmation of the
testicle of the affected side. The three latter circum-
sumstances, taken in connection with the ﬁm, are
conelusive evidence to my mind that dislocatiop
occuived in ‘the first part of the descent, and thdt

* having been thrown, either on his back or side, on the
pieces of wood ‘which lay on the ground, fracture theh
ensued. The limb ‘was shortemed full four mcbed,
the glutei  muscles were contracted and rigid, giving
the appearance of a clenched fist beneath the mtegu-
ments.

To reduce stmple dlslocation of the hipisan operanoﬁ
familiat to every mechanical surgeon, but this was?
complication so formidable that I will not affect to con-
ceal my despair of success before I commenced the
attempt at réduction. A extraordinary degree of extent
sive force must -be eniployed to overcome the rigid state
of contraction assumed by the muscles surrounding
the bhip, under their novel state of emancipation, front
théir datural anmgomst, the femur 3 or an equivalent
to extrkofdmary ‘éxtension must be ‘'substituted. As
severe extension was here impracticable from the impe:
diment offered by the fracture, pressare afforded the
only chance of subduing muscular action; and wntl;
this view, a leather strap was passed tnghtly round
the limb, over the insertion of the psoas magnus and
{liacns internus, and above and around the trochanter
ajor, and of course through the cleft of the nates, and
finally cohnected to a roller, which surronnded the
pelvis. . “This contrivance ‘commanded the muscles
dbout the hip, including the rotators, outwards, leaving
the vasti free ; which, 'being in a state of active spasm,
favoured the igwntibh by affording resistance sufficient
to bring down the head of the femur by the time the
fracture was reduced. In consequence of the great
obliquity of the fracture, I was obliged to employ
M’Intire’s splint, to keep up extension, although I
believe, in fractures of the upper third, the double
inclined plane is generally preferred; the fracture of
the fibula, treated on the ordinary principles, terminated
favourably in three weeks or a month. The patient is
now recovered, if I except a shortening of the limb,
to the extent of half an inch. Such is the history and
such the treatment of this case ; if a similar one has
already occurred in praclwe, or appeared in print, I
am not aware of it..

March, Cambridgshire, March 28, 1844,

[The above, ‘as the author correctly observes, is
a rare compllcatlon A case of a similar nature
is recorded in .Fergusson’s Practical Surgery, but
the fracture was in the lower third of the femur.
The dislocation, however, was not discovered for
some considerable time, and the attempt at reduc-
tion ptoved futile.]

EFPECTS OF ERGOT IN PRODUC!NG
' ABORTION.
‘TO THE EDITOR OF THR PROVINCIAL MEDICAL AND

_SURGICAL :ounxu.
D T
1!"!110 hletuhng trial relative to the production of

abortion, pelated by Dy, Shapter, of Exeter, in your.

| practitioners differ with me in opinion, o':i tbu
{1, however, still rest on my own expenence,

] continually adds new evidence of ‘the justness of my
" views.

number for April 10th, 1844 1 was greatly. surpnsed
at the following expression of his opinion:—*“1 do mot
think ergot of rye wonld act unless nat,ural nctmn had
comnmenced.”

- Haying been engaged for more than twelve years in
that arduous portion of our. profession, lpldmfery and
since, during that time, no less, on an average, than from
20 to 30 cases of labour have been attended by myself

.during each month of the period already alluded to,

I bhave had, I conceive, sufficient opportumnes for
inquiry into the action of so potent and specific an
agent as the ergot of rye upon the 1mpr¢gnated uterus.
Several cases of premature labour have heen prodnopd
in my own practice at the snxth and seventh month
of utero-gestation, by the’ admxmstranon of t.lnl
agent alone. With every feeling of respect wwards
Dr. Shapter, I beg most .distinctly to affirm my

‘thorough conviction in the power the ergot of .rye

possesses in producing uterine action; and it Ims that
power, provided the ergot is good,. in an cqual dggrce,
to that of reproducing uterine action when |thu; heen
once established. I must further unﬁeutaungly siate,
that the ergot of rye possesses the power of producing
abortion, though doubts nught be, entprtamed.. that it
had not that specific action ascribed to it by many
writers of the present day upon mldmfery, if the opinion
of so eminent an authority as Dr., Shapuer were allowed
to remain unquestioned.

Since wrmng the above, we have been favom‘ed 'mh

‘the reinaining portion of Dr. Shaptex s paper, whgrpm

he fully carries out the opmxon entertam;d by sope
leading obstetricians of the present d.ay. " Dr, Shapter
gives a condensed account of the acnon of the ergot of
rye, as attested by men of eminence ;. yet, xt appears,
he rested his own opinion of the. ergot of rye,.as
a non<producet of uterine act;on, unlw that ar.tlon
had already commenced, on. a single case.. Suph
evidence will, to an ordinary reader, not be conclunve
I have before me numerous cases in which the ergot of
rye was administered, for the purpose of producnqg a
healthy action of the uterus, with success. In one casg,
in which hemorrhage had been going on some time
prior to its administration, after the of two
or three days a fleshy substance was expelled, Thu
morbid production had given rise to passlve hemorrh
unattended ‘with uterine action, until excited hy‘qxe
ergot of rye, when the production alluded to was
expelled ; after which, the- hemorrhage ceiised, and
the patient rapidly regained her health and strength.
There can, as it appears to me, be only one opinion on
the specific action of this drug; for. mltead of
plugging the uterus, administering lead and’ opium,
acids, &c., in cases of uterine hamorrhage, wﬁelher
aecompanied or not with uterine actlon, ¢ mvumbly
succeed in arresting the flow of blood by 1 the ‘gmely,
yet judicious, administration of the ergoto rye. Mwy
'\"
ich

I therefore repeat that ergot of rye never
failed, in my hands, to produce the desired effect.

My mode of giving the ergot of rye does, I am well

| aware, differ from that of many of my yrofesnonal

brethren; for, mstead of adlmnmenng the ergot in
large dosea, I'give small ‘doses of the drug, say from
twg to three grajns every three or four hours, or oftener,
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according ‘te’ the state of the - patleut, unul utenne
action is produced, evinced by pain in the bowels,
&c: 5 thereby simuldting, in my procedure, the manner

. in- vlnch vature would act, liad not the powers of the

system" become enfeebled from the draining already

susteindd ‘Té6m the flew of . blood continuing. “The |

a :
tissics of the body, when deprived: of their nataral was summoned to attend Mm R.l, in labour .of her

“fourth child.

stimuli, suffer, cnervmm,vhkh ineapucitates them

fron; pmmng oﬁ “the mﬂo\is intra-uterine products,
‘.to the great detriment of the patient; it is, in such |
 Chdeh, that the ergot inanifests its wonderful powers

ovei: the functiotis of the uterus.

Labour, in-géneral, commences gradually, the patient
frequently suffering.more or less pain for some hours
previous to the action of the abdominal muscles being
excited into those expulsatory throes, sufficient to
force the head of the child, after the os uteri is fully
dilated, through the pelvw aperture. Should this
salutary action bé arrested from a want of energy in
the siterus; ' and that organ be mot: fully dilated; the
administration of a few grains (10 or 15) of the ergot
of rye will produce the uterine action so as fully.to
dilate the os uteri; when in some cases, particularly
if the patient be of a low or phlegmatic temperament,
the uterine. action becomes again suspended, and
requires from half a drachm to two scruples of the.
eérgot to be givén; te arcuse the uterus to complete its’
purpose in the animal etonomy.

I remain, Sir, ' ;
‘Yours most respectfully,
‘ - THOS. H. WARDLEWORTH.

Bury, May 3, 1844.

QHUM IN UTERINE HEMORRHAGE.
70 THE EDITOR 6F THE PROVINCIAL MEDICAL AND
SURGICAL JOURNAL,
Sn, ’

1 haveread in lhe second and thu'd Numbers of the
Journal the very judicious observations and cases of
Mr. Dorrington, on-the efficacy of “Opium as &
remedy for the effects of Uterine Hemorrhage.” I
have selected two cases from a stock containing
many similar. They are intended to corroborate Mr.
Darrington’s statement; and if you deem them of
sufficient interest and importance, you will oblige me
by inserting them in your next Journal.

Case 1.

+ On the 6th of October, 1843, I was requested to
attend Mrs. B—;.of Lane Tedad, who had that morn-
ing fallen into labour. I was informed that she bad
been working hard .all the previous day, and that last
night she was seized with shivering, followed at intervals
by pains.in the back and region of the uterus. At
half-past seven this marning a great discharge of blood
toak place, and at nine, when I first saw her, a very
large quantity had: been lost. The countenance was
pale, extremities cold, pulse quick and feeble. Blood
still flowed from the vagina.: The.os uteri wassoft and
a little dilated, and the pains did not produce any
sensible effect npon it. 1 lmmedutely administered
60.0r 70 drops of tincture of opium, and ruptured the |
membraces.. After an hour, the coldness of 'theface
‘and extpemeties had decressed, the ‘pulse was fiviner
and stronger, the hmmorrhage disappeared, and the

" unless relief could be aﬂ'orded

pams ceased In abon} four hours labgur camq on,.
without any humorrhage, -and was cpncluded at. half-
past’ three p.n. The, child:died shortly after, buz the
mother recovered in the most favonrable manner. )

: CASE . .
About 2 am. on the : 28th of Marph 1344.

The case proc naturally, and in
about an hotr the labour had. termmate& ‘and the

‘plaeenta was expelled. This, howeéver, was speednly fol-

lowed by a gush- of blood, and in spite of all” iy
endeavours, such as pressure upon thé uterus, appliea-
tion of cold, &c. &c., the hemorrhage  increased.
It was now evident from her pale countenance, cdld
extremities, tossmg to and fro, syncope, &c., that
she would sink under
it. Accordingly, I gave her eighty drops of tmctune of
opium, and she had not taken the dose long, before
better symptoins "began ‘to show themselves. The
pulse, which was befare imperceptible,” commenéed’to
beat slowly, the countenance improved, the extreinities
became warmer, and the hemorrhage ceasedi:: I was
not long before I. had the satisfaction of seping my

. patient out of danger and in a convalescent, state. .

Itis worthy of remark, that before I :dmmiltened
the tincture of opmm T tried several very xmpomm

| means to promote’ contmc{non, but all apyarently in

vain, and that when ‘I gave the opium’ the system

began to rally and produced: favourablc rcsults. .
Iam, Sir, = '

Yeurs mpectfnﬂy. .

: : ‘JAMES THOMPSON, M.D.

Burnley, Laucashlre, April 20, 1844, -
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. There is an old ond often discussed ‘question

respecting the comparative merits of the English

 and certain Foreign Medical Schools, whicly at this

period, when continental novelties and continental

-authorities are so much in request, is not unde-

serving of .consideration. Possibly we may “én
the ene hand be inclined to think'that everything
foreign—everything that is not English—is over-
rated, while on the ‘other hand some of ‘oui' coh-

tinental friends may deem us. o be years - behirid

the rest of the civilized world: : There is, ‘unhappily,
a national antipathy undermining atid striking ac
the root of that social intercourse which should
exist among all who are ‘engaged. in the same

‘pursuits, and who have the same objects in view.

Still the question ‘recurs, are the continenthl
schools so far ~before .our own, -the eontinental

Jlecturers so highly gifted, the .continental practice

so superior, that weare to cast-aside all thut-we
have- been accustomed to: esteetn,  and to- refyace -
our steps, and commence our conrse agew, by fol



